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Top Tips for Success in Agency 
Auditions - For Parents
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MK18 3GH

A career in the performing arts is a serious 
business. To be truly successful, it takes many 
years of training, education and preparation –
before you even think about auditioning 
for agency work.

As well as the professional performing arts 
education that your child has received with 
us, another thing you’ve invested in with 
Peploe Williams Academy is the wealth of 
knowledge that we have to we impart to our 
students about the business they want to 
join. We need you to trust us, and
trust your child; your understanding 
of the process for entering that 
world is as important as the support 
and encouragement you give them 
as a parent in their pursuit of that 
career.

Here are our top tips for parents of 
children about to enter the world of 
auditions for agency work.
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Professional Training is Essential

Acting is as much a professional discipline as music and sport. Your child must train 
continually in order to stay competitive in the world of acting, dance, singing, 
musical theatre, and most importantly they must understand the entire 
professional process. It needs as great a commitment of time, mind and heart as 
training to become an Olympic athlete does. Regular lessons, training and practice 
time with professional tuition is essential. You must make a monetary investment 
in your child, and not do it on the cheap.

Don’t Rush It

To be a successful performer, your child has got to be ready. Many parents rush 
ahead to get an agent and push forward with auditions. If a child is not emotionally 
and professionally ready, they will find the process far too intimidating – not to 
mention the unavoidably high rates of rejection – and they will want to quit.

You cannot take five tennis lessons and expect your child to be ready for Junior 
Wimbledon. There are techniques to master, stamina to build, and 
an understanding of the culture must be conveyed and built up for them over time, 
or they will crumble at the first match. It’s exactly the same for training to be a 
performer.

Check in with your child’s performing arts tutor, and trust their judgement as to 
whether your child is ready for the agency world. Rejection is hard, and too much 
too early may do more harm than good.



3
Phone:           01296 733258
email:            enquiries@PWAcademy.com
website:        PWAcademy.com

100% Positive Support

The process is stressful, for the adult organising it as much as for the child. 
You must get time off work, get through the traffic, make arrangements for your 
other children, sort out dinner – but keep that stress to yourself, or your child will 
feel it. We’ve seen children’s audition performance nose-dive when they begin to 
feel guilty for the stress they are causing their family.

It takes a lot of courage to be an actor. Ask yourself if you could continually go into 
a room of strangers, and let all your feelings out in front of them? Let them do it 
happily, and with no pressure. Make sure there’s no negative competition, too – no 
doubt parents will want to ask questions in the waiting room but keep the focus on 
your child.

Trust Your Child

When they have achieved the proper skillset, they know their business. They 
know what to wear for auditions. They know how to prepare their sides. PLEASE 

do not coach them! A casting director can smell it from a mile away.



4
Phone:           01296 733258
email:            enquiries@PWAcademy.com
website:        PWAcademy.com

Let It Go

One of the most difficult things about the 
auditioning process is letting go of all the 
anticipation and excitement, and waiting for 
the outcome. Being able to just have the 
experience and let it go is mandatory for 
the long-term success of the actor. When 
it's over, don’t talk about the audition, 
unless your child wishes to discuss it. Don’t 
tell all your friends your child is up for a 
role. Don’t keep calling us asking, “if we 
heard anything.” I promise you, if we 
receive any feedback on a callback or 
booking YOU will be the first to know. The 
best thing to do is just move on with all that 
is fabulous in your life.

Be in the Background On Set

Success! Your child got the part. You 
accompany them on set, and it’s 
very tempting to get involved. 
Don’t. Once your child begins to 
work, my very best advice 
is “Remain their Parent”. We have 
witnessed parents on set who do 
not remain in the background 
as support, but try to 
network instead. They make 
suggestions to the director, try to 
get their child more lines, talk too 
much to the producers for other 
projects, or hound them for as 
much information as they can on 
the current one.

Remember, this is a team’s job and 
your child is representing our 
agency and school too. You are 
there for your child’s emotional 
support. You are there to ensure 
they are safe. I know too many 
stories of children who have been 
fired or not hired because their 
parent did not stay in the dressing 
room, and this spreads like wildfire 
too through the industry: “She’s 
great, but the mother’s a pain…”

Assemble a Team of Experts

You are an expert in your child, of course you 
are – but you are not an expert in their industry. 
You need people who are. ௗSometimes, once a 
parent attains a little knowledge, or their child 
has made a little money, they feel they can 
suddenly manage or give expert advice on their 
child’s career; but they do not have a 
professional network of casting directors or 
agents. They have not spent years cultivating 
personal and professional relationships with 
directors, actors, and producers. They do not 
have access to casting opportunities.

Create an amazing team for your child and be 
there for what your child needs most need in 
life: a wonderful parent.
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The Beginning of your 
Child’s Journey

All children need a grounded, nurturing and stable childhood to be able to cope 
with adulthood. Even if they change their path completely, and become a surgeon 
instead of a decorated actor, they will have gained an amazing ability to present 

themselves confidently and successfully to strangers; to be able to talk in interview 
situations; to reflect on their performance, and think about what they can do 

differently next time, and what they were pleased with. These are precious skills, 
and ones that not every adult possesses.

The most important role for you to take, throughout your child’s blossoming career, 
is to be a guide and role model. Guide their actions, but don’t control them; let 
them observe, think and reflect for themselves. That way they will develop their 
own identity and personality, and have the courage to go for life’s opportunities, 

with a solid foundation of love and support behind them.

If you want a discussion with an expert please 
email agency@pwacademy.com or call 01296 733258.


